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ESCCC Responds to NYC Eliminating Child Care Assistance Program
Copays for Families

We applaud New York City for making this small but consequential decision to eliminate
child care co-pays for families participating in the Child Care Assistance Program (also
known as “CCAP” or “vouchers”). Itis an important step toward our shared goal: universal
child care that is free, high-quality, and available to every family that wants it.

For parents struggling to make ends meet, eliminating co-pays removes a real financial
burden. It also addresses a challenge faced by child care providers, many of whom operate
on margins so thin that when families cannot afford their co-pay, and it becomes harder for
programs to meet monthly expenses. At the same time, most providers are not going to
insist that parents pay if a family is financially struggling.

This announcement follows on the heels of another important policy win New York City
achieved earlier this summer: securing a waiver from New York State that allows families
to access child care assistance without having to match care hours exactly to parents’
work, school, or training schedules. This commonsense change helps ensure that parents
with fluctuating work hours can still enroll their children in full-time care on a stable
schedule, giving children the benefit of a steady, predictable routine in a familiar setting
with trusted educators.

Together, these structural policy changes demonstrate that New York City continues to
lead the state in the movement toward universal child care.

Eliminating parent fees is among the recommendations the Empire State Campaign for
Child Care advanced in our November 2025 report, New York State Child Care for All: The
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Plan to Achieve It. We are encouraged to see the city putting this recommendation into
practice, and look forward to New York State adopting similar policies that benefit
children, families, providers, and communities across the rest of the state.

At the same time, there is much more work to be done. Even as New York City eliminates
parent fees for 22,000 families receiving child care vouchers, more than 27,000 children
remain on a waitlist for child care assistance. This announcement makes no mention of
the voucher waitlist or a plan to ensure that children waiting for assistance in New York
City, and across the state, receive the care they need.

We look forward to working together with city and state leaders, providers, parents, and

advocates to achieve statewide universal child care in New York and a thriving wage for the
child care workforce.

The Empire State Campaign for Child Care is a statewide coalition of parents, child care

educators, and advocates who believe that every family in New York State deserves high
quality, universal child care and that every child care educator deserves to earn a thriving
wage. The campaign was founded in 2017, and advocates at the state and federal levels for
investment in child care that best serves the needs of all of New York’s families and child
care educators.
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