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Empire State Campaign for Child Care 2026 Top Policy Priorities 
 
The Empire State Campaign for Child Care’s 2026 budget and legislative priorities focus on 
sustained and permanent investment of state dollars in the Child Care Assistance Program 
(CCAP), as well as wage supplements for the child care workforce. The campaign has also 
introduced two bridge program models to implement universal child care across the state. 
 
 

In New York’s 2026-2027 Budget, We Call on New York Leaders to Make the Following 
Investments in Child Care: 
 
Provide ongoing and reliable compensation supplements to all members of the child care 
workforce. ($1.2B) 
  
• Create a permanent state fund to increase child care worker compensation (S.5533 

(Brisport)/A.492 (Hevesi). This fund should be robustly resourced and sufficient to offer all 
members of the child care workforce a significant boost in income; and 

• Develop a plan for subsequent years to establish a minimum pay scale and career ladder 
based on agreed-upon criteria to inform compensation supplement levels after the base pay 
scale for all has been increased.  

  
Adequately resource New York’s Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) to ensure no 
eligible families are turned away or placed on waitlists. ($2.3B) 
 
• Secure additional, sustained funding for child care assistance (CCAP) to end the enrollment 

closures and waitlists. This funding must be ongoing, not one-time funding, because 
demand for CCAP is steadily growing, and families must be able to rely on ongoing support 
to balance their budgets. 

■ New York City’s Administration for Children’s Services has shared a $1.8 billion 
increased budget need to serve existing and anticipated enrollees 

■ Trends in enrollment and the closure status of nearly 30 counties outside New York 
City suggest that counties outside New York City need $500 million to meet growing 
demand for child care.  

  
Implement two models of universal child care bridge projects in several communities 
around the state, to be expanded to more communities until free, universal child care is 
achieved statewide. ($150M) 
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● Community eligibility projects. This model would make child care fully free and available 
to all families with children in communities where a significant number of families with low 
income reside. Families seeking care in those communities would not be subject to income, 
work or immigration status tests. ($75M) 
 

● Capped-fee projects. All families in a project community could access child care through 
this project at a cost of $100 a week ($20/day) without being subjected to income, work, or 
immigration status tests. Families would also have the option of applying for CCAP; if 
eligible, their family co-pays under CCAP would be less. ($75M) 

 
 
The Empire State Campaign for Child Care is a statewide coalition of parents, child care 
educators, and advocates who believe that every family in New York State deserves high 
quality, universal child care and that every child care educator deserves to earn a thriving 
wage. Learn more at https://empirestatechildcare.org.  
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